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THE DANVILLE DIFFERENCE

   It’s easy to look around Danville Schools and find 
someone that is having an impact on the life of a child. 
We call it “The Danville Difference” for a reason - our 
teachers, staff and administrators come to work each 
day knowing that they are shaping the future, and we 
make it a priority to be the difference.
   We feel incredibly lucky to have such an amazing 
community that continues to see the importance of 
education and supports its schools. With that support 
from our community members, local businesses and 
town leaders, we see a bright future for the families we 
serve and for the town of Danville. 
   The 2019-20 school year begins with our tribe 
focusing on the educational, mental and emotional 
needs of our students. We hope that you will see 
the difference that great schools truly make in a 
community, and that you will continue your support for 
our families, teachers and staff. 

Dr. Tracey Shafer, Superintendent

COST CUTTING CORNER
   Over the summer, the Danville Community School 
Corporation acquired Chromebooks for use by our students. 
Grades three through 12 are now 1:1, with each student 
having their own device. Students in kindergarten through 
second grade are 2:1, sharing one device for every two 
students.  
   By seeking trade-in credits on disposable older hardware, 
our Technology Department was able to cut the cost for our 
new Chromebook protection policy by nearly $18,000. This 
cost savings will be passed directly on to our parents and 
guardians, resulting in strong physical protection for our 
students’ devices at a more cost-effective price. 
   Effective stewardship of taxpayer and family dollars 
remains a top priority for the Danville Community School 
Corporation. Thank you for your continued support!

-FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT-

Great schools
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 It’s a story over 50 years in the making that begins 
with a teacher going above and beyond to make 
a difference in the life of her student. Danville 
High School art teacher Joan Kisner made a lasting 
difference in the life of 1964 graduate Mike Arnold, 
one that Mike remembers and cherishes to this day. 
   With an innate love for design, Mike said his 
parents doubted whether a successful future 
awaited him. Joan took the time to meet with Mike’s 
parents while he was at work one day, assuring them 
of his talent and possibilities.
   “Joan saw things in me and encouraged me to not 
be afraid,” Mike explained. “It touched me that she 

went to so much trouble 
to understand.”
   Through a simple 
birthday request for 
donations to the 
Danville Community 
Education Foundation 
(DCEF) by our school 

board Vice President Matt Steward, Mike decided 
it was time for him to give back and made a $5,000 
donation in Joan’s name. This donation will be 
directed towards teacher grants for men and women 
making a difference just like Joan. 
   “Because of her encouragement and investment 
in Mike as a high school student, Mike has had a 
successful life and career,” DCEF President Christina 
Ward said. “Joan went above and beyond to make a 
difference!” 
  

Learning ‘The Warrior Way’ 
North Elementary welcomed about 
185 kindergarten students to their very 
first day of school with open arms 
and big smiles. They quickly learned 
The Warrior Way - being respectful, 
responsible and ready to learn!

But, first - let’s have fun! 
Danville Community Middle School 
students started their first day off 
right with  “Chuck the Toy.” Each 

grade level aimed to get their ping 
pong ball into the designated area 
(kiddie pools/bucket) to win prizes! 

All shiny and new 
Students at Danville Community 
High School are starting a new 
year with a new Chromebook 
device! All students in grades 
3-12 are, thanks to smart 
spending and investments.

My 
buddy 
and me

Being 
The Difference

   There is a new addition on the playground at South 
Elementary this year! The Buddy Bench is open each day at 
recess for students who need a friend to play with.
   Funding for the Buddy Bench was raised by students in 
the K-kids service club at South and by the Kiwanis Club of 
Danville, which supports K-kids throughout the year.
   Kiwanis president Deelynna Oliphant said the Buddy 
Bench is a great way to teach children about kindness, 
compassion, empathy and paying it forward.
   “It provides a safe place for a child to go when they 
are feeling sad or lonely, and it allows other students to 
acknowledge when one of their peers is in need,” Deelynna 
explained. “I hope the Buddy Bench inspires our students to 
continue to give back to their community.”
   South Elementary school counselor Kelsie McGee agreed.
   “Not only will it be a visual cue for students to see when 
another student may need a kind invitation to join them, 
but it will also be a visual comfort when the bench is 
empty knowing our students are assuring that everyone 
has someone,” she said. “Here at South, we want each 
and every student in our building to have lasting, happy 
memories and I believe the buddy bench is just another 
positive way to achieve this.”
  


